
Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe January 2018 3 

Jim Parsons, former partner in Troutlodge (later renamed PW 
Holdings LLC) is the new Manager for Jamestown Point Whitney 
Ventures LLC. Parsons oversees the hatcheries in Kona and Brinnon, 
the FLUPSYs in Sequim Bay, and the sablefish project in Port 
Orchard. 
This change is the result of the Tribe becoming the majority owner 
in Jamestown Point Whitney Ventures LLC as of October 2017. The 
Tribe bought PW Holdings’ 51% interest in the company, adding 
that to the portion it already owned. Parsons wanted to continue to 
do the work he loves, so he worked with Jamestown’s Seafood 
Manager Kurt Grinnell to join the staff. 
Parsons earned a degree in the 1970s in Fisheries Biology from 
Humboldt State University and worked in Idaho (the largest area of 
trout production in the U.S.) for several years, for 8 years in a 
breeding program that selected for improved traits in farm-raised 
trout,  and then in research and development for another 8 years. 
As his career, and the industry turned increasingly to genetics, he 
returned to school, earning a Master’s degree in genetics from 
Washington State University. He became a partner in Troutlodge, 
the world’s largest trout egg producer, in 1998. 
Troutlodge branched out into sablefish (black cod) in 2008, leasing 
the Point Whitney site for that work, as well as the National Energy 
Laboratory Hawaii Authority’s (NEHLA) Ocean Thermal Energy Conversion (OTEC) site in Kona for fish grow-out. 
They also branched into marine seed supply, which fascinated Parsons whose entire career previous to that point 
had focused on salmonids. 
“This country has a $15 billion seafood deficit. Most of the seafood we eat is farm-raised in areas where we 
cannot monitor their methods. We can fix that by working to improve and control fish farming in this country,” 
said Parsons, who also serves as the president of the board of the National Aquaculture Association. “Food 
production always has an impact on the environment. We are working to minimize that, while improving our 
production, harvest and marketing efficiencies.” 
In 2014, Troutlodge was approached by a Dutch company that wanted to get into salmonid genetics. The seven 
Troutlodge partners decided to sell that portion of the business, but not the marine hatchery or the sablefish 
portions of the business. Parsons spent time in the Netherlands training the new owners. Around that same time, 
the Tribe approached Troutlodge about partnering in oyster aquaculture seed production. Parsons and his 
partners agreed, retaining 51% of the business and working with the Tribe to shift Point Whitney and Kona from 
black cod to oyster seed production. That shift has gone well over the past several years. 
“None of my partners were fisheries biologists,” said Parsons. “They were attorneys and accountants, and they 
were ready to sell the business. But I wanted to stay, and having worked with Kurt and the Tribe for the last 
several years, I knew that they were serious about aquaculture. This feels very entrepreneurial to me.” 
All of the work that the Tribe is doing fits in with Parsons’ background. Most recently the Tribe received a NOAA/
Washington Sea Grant to spend three years looking at all of the factors involved in a commercial scale-up of the 
sablefish project at NOAA’s laboratory in Manchester (Port Orchard), and he will be involving Jamestown Point 
Whitney Ventures LLC staff in the daily operations there. 
Here is what the Sea Grant announcement says about the award: 
Washington Sea Grant’s largest award was $824,144 for research on developing sablefish (also known as black 
cod) aquaculture. While sablefish are highly sought after, their populations are not increasing and the wild 
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fisheries are highly controlled. Aquaculture offers a possible solution to address the gap between sablefish supply 
and demand. The project brings together scientists from the University of Washington and NOAA Manchester 
with Jamestown S’Klallam Tribal experts in an experiment to grow 10,000 sablefish to harvest size. 
“We will be studying all of the efficiencies – from rearing juveniles, to grow-out to harvest,” added Parsons.  
The Jamestown Point Whitney Ventures’ fish that had been growing in the pens at Manchester for the past few 
years were recently harvested, sparking interest among local commercial fishermen, explained Parsons. 
“We hired a commercial fishing group from Gig Harbor fishermen to harvest the net pens and bring the 44,000 
pounds of fish to the processor. They expressed an interest in doing this work on a regular basis, as it takes place 
in their off-season,” he said, explaining that similar relationships exist in coastal Maine. 
Parsons is pleased to be joining Jamestown, and Jamestown is thrilled to welcome Parsons and his decades of 
experience, to our growing seafood operations.  
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Preserve Your Family Treasures: Document and 

Photograph Preservation Workshop 

When: January 17, 2018 

10 a.m. – 12 p.m. 

Where: Red Cedar Hall 

Workshop has 15 spots available. 

This workshop will focus on care and preservation of old photos and documents. Attendees will receive a 
“document preservation toolbox” to help them get started preserving their family’s history, and are 
encouraged to bring some of their personal materials (nothing too delicate to make the trip!).  
To reserve your spot, RSVP to David Brownell at dbrownell@jamestowntribe.org or 360-681-4638,  
or Bonnie Roos at broos@jamestowntribe.org or  360-582-5783. 

Klallam Language 

Practice 

Klallam phrase of the month  
mán̕ kʷ uʔ ʔəý ̕ʔaʔ ti n̕stáči n “It is very good that you 
got here.”  
You may recognize this from the S’Klallam welcome 
song. To listen to this phrase (#18) and other 
phrases, go to: http://klallam.montler.net/Phrases/
index.htm 

Alphabet sounds practice 
These four sounds are produced with the lips 
together. 
p, p̕, m, m ̕  
p  is the same as the sound at the beginning 
and end of English “pop.” 
p̕  is ejective. It is like p, but the sound is 
“ejected” out of the mouth with a strong pop. 
m  is the same sound at the beginning and end 
of English “mom.” 
m ̕ is like m but is made with a creaky sound 
caused by a tightness in the throat. 

New at the Library 

Books: 
Restoration Forestry: An International Guide to 
Sustainable Forestry Practices by Michael Pilarski 
Growing & Wildcrafting Medicinal Plants in the Pacific 
Northwest by Michael Pilarski 
Nothing Gold Can Stay: A Liam Campbell Mystery by 
Dana Stabenow 
The Nature of Conservation by Phillip Ward 
God's Red Son: The Ghost Dance Religion and the 
Making of Modern America by Lois S. Warren 
The Chief Seattle and the Town That Took His Name: 
Change of Worlds for the Native People and Settlers on 
Puget Sound by David M. Buerge  
#Not Your Princess by Lisa Charleyboy 

CDs:  Songs of Winter by Jeff-Ball, Ted Randy-Natale 
Sacred Place by Mary Youngblood 
From Where the Sun Rises by Estun-Bah, Tony Duncan, 
Jeremy Dancing Bull 
The Best of Douglas Blue Feather by Douglas 
Bluefeather 

New DVDs: Damnation by Matt Stoecker, Rummel, 
Travis 
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